Building Classroom Community in Pre-K

As a way of building classroom community, we will be creating a set of expectations with the
children during the first couple weeks of school. To help them understand the importance of
rules in our world, we will first read some fun stories that illustrate this. We will then brainstorm
a list of rules as a class and condense the list to several that will be easy to remember. As
teachers we stress how these rules will help us have lots of fun learning experiences together
as a class and help us to be respectful to each other and to our school. After we create our
set of rules, we will share them with you at home.

We recognize that no one can be expected to follow the rules 100% of the time. When
children make mistakes in following the rules, we'll help them solve the problems caused by
their actions through the use of logical/natural consequences. Logical/natural
consequences are not punisnments. They are a way to help children see the effects of their
actions on others and their environment, repair the situations, and learn to do better next
time.

Here are three basic types of logical/natural consequences that we will use in our classroom:

Take a Break: If a child is losing self-control or not making the best choice at that moment,
he/she will be asked to go to a designated place in the classroom to take a break or cool
off. The break is short and the child can rejoin the group when he/she has regained control
and is ready to participate or resolve a conflict situation. Children may voluntarily “take a
break” if they feel the need.

Loss of Privilege: If a child misuses a material or acts out negatively during an activity, he/she
will be told to stop using the material or doing the activity for a period of time. The privilege
will be restored when the child and teacher have talked about how to prevent a similar
problem in the future and the child has demonstrated positive changes in behavior. Another
example may be if a child is acting out of control while walking in line—we may practice
better choices walking in line during center time.

“You Break It, You Fix It": If a child damages something or hurts another’s feelings, he/she
will try to fix the damage. In the case of hurting another’s feelings, the child may offer an
apology of action—writing a card, helping with an activity, making an illustration,
participating in an activity with that friend, or taking some other action beyond verbally
saying sorry.

When necessary, a child will reflect on better behavior choices by drawing a picture to
accompany a teacher’s note home to parents. This is another way for the child to take
ownership of his/her actions and be a part of the communication home to parents.



We will all sign a large classroom copy of the rules to be posted in the classroom so that we
can refer to them regularly. We explain that by signing, each child agrees to do his/her best
to follow our rules. We will give a child a reminder of our rules and the behavior that needs to
change, but then we expect the child to do his/her part by putting forth effort to make a
positive change. Positive behavior changes take lots or reinforcement, role-playing,
patience, and repetition. We will communicate with you if a challenging behavior needs
more attention or is happening too frequently. Please take some time to review our class
rules with your child and post them where you can refer to them easily. They may even be
helpful in your own homel

Our goal is to help children believe in their ability to create a learning environment of care
and respect. Learning to live by the rules that they helped create is an important step.
Please let us know if you have any questions!

Sincerely,

Anna Martinek-Jenne and Marlee Tavenner




