
MLA Format and Paper Requirements 
Mrs. Gardiner 

Middle School Language Arts 

As a Middle School student, you will be responsible and held accountable for the following: 

When instructed, all final papers handed in/submitted via turnitin.com will be typed. If you do 
not have access to a computer at home, please make arrangements to type your paper elsewhere. 
Please do not wait until the last minute, as you are sure to run into some problems now and then. 
I will not accept emailed papers, or handwritten copies. Please refer to the “Assigned 
Work/Homework Policy” in the Language Arts syllabus for missing/late grading.  

Papers will be typed in MLA format unless you are instructed otherwise. (Poetry does not have 
to follow these guidelines.) 

MLA GUIDELINES AND TIPS 

• Black ink 
• “Times New Roman” font (“Times” is fine as well) 
• Size 12 Font 
• Double-spaced 
• In the upper left-hand corner of the first page, list your name, your instructor’s name, the 

course, and the date, and be sure to use double-spaced text 
• To indent each paragraph, hit Space Bar 5 times, or “Tab” once 
• Your paper must have your heading at the top right corner  
• Each paper needs a title (Be creative! Get the attention of your audience!) 
• Do not skip extra lines between your paragraphs 
• For help with MLA formatting, please visit the Purdue University Online Writing Lab 

site at: 
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/mla_style/mla_style_introduction.html 

For the most part, this is the standard format that you will be asked to use throughout your years 
in school, including college. Making a habit of it now will make your future transitions into 
higher education much easier. Mrs. Christensen and I can assist you throughout the year. 
Additionally, you can find many videos, instructions, and informational sites online. 

 

On the back, you will find a sample paper. This what your finished product should look like. 

 



 

 

 


